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Assessment in Schools

Assessment for 
the HKDSE

Assessment for 
Basic Competency

TSA

Curriculum 
Framework

Basic 
Competency

SkillsKnowledge

Values & 
Attitudes

Promoting Assessment for/as Learning



Life-long 
Learning

Self-directed 
Learning

Taking 
ownership of their 

own learning 
gradually

Developing 
a habit of mind to 

continually

An ongoing 
metacognitive 

experience • review their learning progress
•make improvement 

Adapted from English Language Education Key Learning Area Curriculum Guide (Primary 1 - Secondary 6) (CDC, 2017)



Shifting the Balance

AS

FOR

OF

Traditional
Assessment Pyramid

AS

FOR

OF

Reconfigured 
Assessment Pyramid

Source: Earl, L. (2003) Assessment as Learning: Using Classroom Assessment to Maximise Student Learning. Thousand Oaks, Ca. Corwin Press. 



Adapted from English Language Education Key Learning Area Curriculum Guide (Primary 1 - Secondary 6) (CDC, 2017)

Monitoring

the learning 

process

Reflecting
on learning 

performance & 

evaluating the  
effectiveness of 

strategies 
adopted 

Formulating 

plans (e.g. learning 

strategies/follow-up 

actions) to attain 

the goals

Setting 

personalised

learning goals

Self-directed Learners

WHAT?



Adapted from English Language Education Key Learning Area Curriculum Guide (Primary 1 - Secondary 6) (CDC, 2017)

Monitoring

the learning 

process

Reflecting 
on learning 

performance & 
evaluating the  
effectiveness of 

strategies 
adopted 

Formulating 

plans (e.g. learning 

strategies/follow-up 

actions) to attain 

the goals

Setting 

personalised

learning goals

Self-directed Learners

Equipping students 

with the learning 

strategies

WHAT?



Adapted from English Language Education Key Learning Area Curriculum Guide (Primary 1 - Secondary 6) (CDC, 2017)

Monitoring

the learning 

process

Reflecting 
on learning 

performance & 
evaluating the  
effectiveness of 

strategies 
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Formulating 
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Setting 
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Self-directed Learners

Feed-

Forward

Feedback

HOW?



Identifying 
strengths and 

areas for 
improvement

Feed-

Forward

Feedback

HOW?
HOW

to improve further

Explicit teaching of 
learning strategies





… students still 

found it difficult to 

understand the 

meaning of 

unfamiliar words 

and expressions …

(Reading: 2019, 2023, 2024)

Vocabulary Challenges

Identifying 
strengths and 

areas for 
improvement

Feed-

Forward

Feedback



Explicit teaching of 
Vocabulary Building Strategies

To help students organise the words learnt and
build associative networks in their minds effectively



Syntagmatic 
Associations

Paradigmatic 
Associations

Focusing on the semantic 
relationship, e.g. 

• Word families

• Synonyms 

• Antonyms

Focusing on word combinations, e.g.

• Collocation (lexical) 

• Colligation (grammatical)

• Idioms

To help students organise the words they learnt and build associative networks in their minds effectively .

Explicit teaching of Vocabulary Building Strategies



Explicit teaching of 
Vocabulary Building Strategies (Examples)

Making Use of Structural Information

Creating Associations

Applying Phonics Knowledge



Examples of Word Formation

Making Use of Structural Information



Examples of Nominalisation

Making Use of Structural Information



Creating Associations

Film star High performanceGo shoppingPlay football

Syntagmatic relationships (Examples)

PianoGuitarViolinDrum

Paradigmatic relationships (Examples)

Musical 
Instrument



Creating Associations

An Example of  Paradigmatic Associations



Applying Phonics Knowledge



Applying Phonics Knowledge



(Speaking: 2019, 2023, 2024)

Elaboration of Ideas

Identifying 
strengths and 

areas for 
improvement

Feed-

Forward

Feedback

In “Individual 

Presentation”, some 

students relied heavily 

on the given prompts 

and could not 

elaborate on their 

ideas. 



• Analysing models of good work

• Highlighting the strategies adopted

• Applying the strategies in similar contexts

ProvidingReference Points for the 
Assessment Criteria Using Models of Good Work 



Use of 
adjectives

Use of 
figurative language

Use of 
relative clauses Use of 

prepositional phrases

Descriptions 

ProvidingReference Points for the Assessment Criteria Using Models of Good Work 

Analysing models of 
good work, e.g. 
• authentic learning materials
• sample student work

Highlighting the strategies adopted for making descriptions, e.g. Applying the strategies in 
similar contexts

Describe an 
adventure 
experience that 
you had with 
your friends.



Giving 
examples

Presenting 
causes & effects

Providing reasons Presenting 
advantages & 
disadvantages

Explanations 

ProvidingReference Points for the Assessment Criteria Using Models of Good Work 

Analysing models of 
good work, e.g. 
• authentic learning materials
• sample student work

Highlighting the strategies adopted for giving explanations, e.g. Applying the strategies in 
similar contexts

Which picnic 
location will 
your group 
choose? Explain 
your choice.



Identifying 
differences

Identifying  
similarities

Contrasting ideas

Comparisons 

ProvidingReference Points for the Assessment Criteria Using Models of Good Work 

Analysing models of 
good work, e.g. 
• authentic learning materials
• sample student work

Highlighting the strategies adopted for making comparisons, e.g. Applying the strategies in 
similar contexts

Compare the 
two study 
tours. Which 
study tour will 
your group 
recommend?
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