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In support of eco-friendly initiatives, the HKEAA will not provide

print copies of presentation handouts for this seminar. Please

access the BCA website

(https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk/web/AL/TSA2025/TSA2025seminar

.html)

OR scan the QR code provided to view and download the handouts.

These handouts will also be uploaded to the HKEAA website for

reference by the end of January 2026. Further details will be

announced later.

Thank you for your support.
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Time Rundown Speaker(s)

1:45 pm to 2:00 pm Registration

2:00pm to 3:15 pm

Overview of TSA 2025 Ms KWOK Lee Lan, Crystal
Manager

Education Assessment Services 
Division

Hong Kong Examinations and 
Assessment Authority

Overall Performance of General 
Students, SEN and NCS Students in 

TSA 2025 
Secondary 3 English Language

3:15 pm to 3:30 pm Break

3:30 pm to 4:45 pm

Overall Performance of General 
Students, SEN and NCS Students in 

TSA 2025 
Secondary 3 English Language

Ms KWOK Lee Lan, Crystal
Manager

Education Assessment Services 
Division

Hong Kong Examinations and 
Assessment Authority

The Latest Development of the 
Student Assessment Repository 

(STAR) Platform

Ms CHEUNG Ka Man, Adele
Project Officer 1

Assessment & Support/English
EDB

4:45 pm to 5:00 pm Question and Answer Session
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Overview
➢ Assessment Design
➢ School Reports
➢ Interactive Reporting 

Platforms

➢ TSA Results 2023, 2024 & 2025
➢ S3 Student Performances in 

2025

➢ Listening
➢ Strengths 
➢Weaknesses
➢ Examples from the papers
➢ Conclusions

➢Reading
➢Strengths
➢Weaknesses
➢Examples from the papers
➢Conclusions

➢Writing
➢Strengths
➢Weaknesses
➢Exemplars
➢Conclusions

➢Speaking
➢Strengths
➢Weaknesses
➢Conclusions



Purposes of TSA 2025
• To understand the performance of Primary 3, Primary 6 and

Secondary 3 students in Chinese Language, English Language

and Mathematics on a regular basis

• To make use of TSA data to adjust teaching plans and teaching

strategies

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/curriculum-
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TSA 2025 – Assessment Design

➢ Specific testing points – Basic Competency (BC) with descriptors 
provided by the Education Bureau (EDB)

➢ Items cover a wide range of BC descriptors, but each student 
only does one sub-paper for each component (speaking, 
listening, reading and writing)

➢ Common items are distributed across sub-papers for equating 
purposes to compare students’ abilities



TSA 2025 – Assessment Design
Dimension/

Skill

S3 English Language

Sub-paper No. of Items Assessment Time

Listening 9EL1
9EL2
9EL3

31 about 35 minutes

Reading 9ER1
9ER2
9ER3

36 35 minutes

Writing 9EW1
9EW2
9EW3

3 40 minutes

Speaking Individual 
Presentation

8 3 minutes for preparation 
2 minutes for assessment

Group Interaction 8 3 minutes for preparation
4 minutes for assessment



Non-Chinese speaking Students (NCS) & 
Students with Special Educational Needs (SEN)

• HKEAA does not have the actual number of NCS and students
with SEN in the territory.

• Schools with 5 or more NCS students/students with SEN
participating in each skill/dimension in the subject are
provided with related assessment data

“Special Arrangements for Internal Examinations for Students with Special Educational Needs” website: 

https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk/web/TSA/en/2025QuickGuideSec/QG_S_Part5b.pdf
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TSA Reports
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Report Content

I.   Existing Version

II.  Simplified Version

• School Report

• Item Analysis Report 

(sorted by Sub-Papers)

• Item Analysis Report 

(sorted by BC)

➢ Performances of students in Chinese Language, English 

Language and Mathematics

➢ Performances of students in each sub-paper (PDF and Excel 

files available)

➢ Performances of students in each Basic Competency (PDF and 

Excel files available)

III.  Basic Competency 

Report by Item Groups

➢ Performances of students in different skills (with student 

exemplars)

IV. Information Analysis 

Report 

➢ Information analysis of items (with question intents, 

information analysis for each option and school percentages) 

School Report for Non-

Chinese Speaking Students

VI. School Report for 

Students with Special 

Education Needs 

➢ Schools with five or more than five non-Chinese speaking 

(NCS) students / students with special education needs (SEN) 

taking part in the TSA can download the report from the BCA 

website

TSA 2025 Report ➢ Report on the Basic Competencies of Students in Chinese 

Language, English Language and Mathematics 

https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk

https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk/
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Reports school 
has chosen for 
each subject

Reports and 
formats 

available to 
download
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I. Reports – Existing Versions 

School Report

IA Report (sorted by 
Basic Competencies)

SAMPLES

IA Report (sorted by sub-
papers)
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II. Reports – Simplified Versions 

IA Report – (sorted by 
sub-papers)

School Report –
Simplified 

version

SAMPLES

IA Report (sorted by 
Basic Competencies)
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III. Basic Competency Report by Item Groups

Skills: Listening, Reading, Writing, Speaking

SAMPLE
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III. Basic Competency Report by Item Groups

Annex

Listening

Reading

SAMPLE
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III. Basic Competency Report by Item Groups –

Student Exemplars

Writing

Speaking

SAMPLE
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IV. Information Analysis Report *

* for MC questions only

• Basic 

Competency

• Item

• Question Intent

• Information 

Analysis for 

each option

• School 

Percentage

• Paper: 

9EL1-3

9ER1-3

SAMPLE
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IV. Information Analysis Report 

SAMPLE
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Online Item Analysis Report – Teacher User 
Guide
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Online Item Analysis Report – Teacher User 
Guide
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Online Item Analysis Report (sorted by Basic Competencies)

Interactive Report

Subject 

&

Level

Skills, Question 

Papers and 

Marking Schemes

Basic 

Competency and 

Question Intent

Paper and Item Numbers

SAMPLE

Explanation 

of Options
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Question Paper

Marking Scheme

SAMPLE
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TSA Data

Item with Answer

SAMPLE

Tapescript
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Suggested 

Follow Up 

Activities
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3 Years’ 

Performance

SAMPLE
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Writing Exemplars

SAMPLE
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Writing Exemplars with Annotations

SAMPLE
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Speaking Question Papers
SAMPLE



TSA 2025
English Language

30



Percentages of Students Achieving 
English Language Basic Competency 

in 2006 – 2019, 2023, 2024 & 2025

YEAR TSA 

2006

TSA 

2007

TSA 

2008

TSA 

2009

TSA 

2010

TSA 

2011

TSA 

2012

TSA

2013

S3 68.6

%

69.2

%

68.9

%

68.8

%

69.2

%

69.2

%

69.1

%

69.5

%

31

YEAR TSA 

2014

TSA 

2015

TSA 

2016

TSA 

2017

TSA 

2018

TSA 

2019

TSA 

2023

TSA

2024

TSA

2025

S3 69.3

%

69.4

%

69.6

%

69.7

%

69.8

%

69.5

%

67.8

%

67.0

%

68.8

%

**Due to the volatility of the COVID-19, the TSA 2020, 2021 and 2022 were
suspended and no data was provided.



Overall Performance of General 
Students, Non-Chinese Speaking 
Students (NCS) and Students with 
Special Education Needs (SEN) 
in TSA 2025 
Secondary 3 English Language 

Listening 
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Listening  - Text types

2023 2024 2025

Exchanges
- conversation
- recording
- discussion
- information 

session

Exchanges
- Interviews
- discussion
- radio 

broadcast
- information 

session

Exchanges
- Interviews
- discussion
- radio 

broadcast
- information 

session

Literary Text
- poem

Literary Text
- poem

Literary Text
- poem



34

Performance of General Students
in Listening 2025

Strengths

✓ understanding the connections between ideas by identifying the 
use of cohesive devices and discourse markers

✓ extracting specific information
✓ identifying rhymes
✓ deducing the meaning of unfamiliar words and expressions 
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Understanding the connection between ideas by identifying the use of cohesive devices 
Many students understood that Shirley’s favourite sea creatures are dolphins and
octopuses when they heard her say, ‘There are two sea creatures I really like – octopuses
and dolphins.’
 

Task Name: Scuba Diving (Interview)
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording of an interview about 
scuba diving.

9EL1/3 Part 1 Q.5 

General 
Students
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Extracting specific information 
Many students understood that the HK Association’s 24-hour support hotline service is
for newly-arrived students when Peter said, ‘I know that the HK Association is very active
in the local community. It has a 24-hour support hotline for newly-arrived students.’

Task Name: Special Dress Day (Discussion)
Task Content: The students are having a meeting to plan for the 
special dress day.

9EL1/3 Part 2 Q.7

General 
Students
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Making connections between ideas with the help of discourse markers 
Many students understood that the students agreed to design a robot to deliver
lunchboxes when they heard Peter say, ‘Great idea! Let’s build one for distributing
lunchboxes.’

Task Name: STEAM Competition (Discussion)
Task Content: The students are discussing what to create for the 
STEAM competition.

9EL1 Part 3 Q.3/9EL2 Part 2 Q.3

General 
Students
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Deducing the meaning of unfamiliar words and expressions 
Quite a number of students were able to infer that heritage means old historic buildings
when they heard Sandy say, ‘As an advisor on Hong Kong heritage, could you introduce to
us some old buildings which have been preserved?’

Task Name: Hong Kong Heritage (Radio Broadcast with Information Sheet)
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording of an interview about
Hong Kong heritage. 

9EL2 Part 1 Q.8 

General 
Students
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Identifying rhymes
Quite a number of students were able to identify the rhyming pair in the third stanza of
the poem.

Task Name: I Went on a Vacation (Poem) 
Task Content: The poem is about an unusual vacation. 

9EL2/3 Part 3 Q.7

General 
Students



40

Performance of 
Non-Chinese Speaking (NCS) Students 

in Listening 2025

Strengths
✓ identifying rhymes
✓ distinguishing main ideas from supporting details
✓ extracting specific information
✓ deducing the meaning of unfamiliar words
✓ making connections between ideas with the help of cohesive devices and 

discourse markers
✓ discriminating between intonation for a range of purposes 
✓ using their personal experiences and knowledge of the world
✓ predicting the likely development of the text
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Understanding the connection between ideas by identifying a range of cohesive devices
After hearing the conversation, many students worked out that Shirley is fascinated with 
diving because she can see the beauty of the underwater world clearly on a good sunny 
day.

Task Name: Scuba Diving (Interview)
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording of an interview about 
scuba diving.

9EL1/3 Part 1 Q.7

NCS 
Students
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Discriminating between intonation for a range of purposes
After hearing the conversation, many students were able to identify how Tina felt.

Task Name: STEAM Competition (Discussion)
Task Content: The students are discussing what to create for the 
STEAM competition.

9EL1 Part 3 Q.5/9EL2 Part 2 Q.5

NCS 
Students
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Predicting the likely development of the topic
After hearing the conversation, the majority of students understood the development of
the interview and were able to predict what would likely be talked about next. The
interview had been focusing on some historic buildings, such as Tai Kwun and the Blue
House, and Dr Chan had been sharing on this topic as an expert in this area. It is likely
that the interview would continue to focus on other historic buildings.

Task Name: Hong Kong Heritage (Radio Broadcast with Information Sheet)
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording of an interview about
Hong Kong heritage. 

9EL2 Part 1 Q.15

NCS 
Students
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Identifying main ideas
On hearing the poem, the majority of students understood that the writer travelled to 
different places by using his computer, making ‘A Cyber-Vacation’ a suitable title. 

Task Name: I Went on a Vacation (Poem) 
Task Content: The poem is about an unusual vacation. 

9EL2/3 Part 3 Q.6

NCS 
Students
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Performance of 
Students with Special Education Needs (SEN)  

in Listening 2025

Strengths

✓ distinguishing main ideas from supporting details
✓ identifying rhymes
✓ understanding the connections between ideas by 

identifying cohesive devices
✓ deducing the meaning of unfamiliar words and 

expressions
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Distinguishing main ideas from supporting details
After hearing the conversation, more than half of the students understood that divers 
spend more time underwater and use less air from the gas cylinder in shallow water.

Task Name: Scuba Diving (Interview)
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording of an interview about 
scuba diving.

9EL1/3 Part 1 Q.3

Students 
with SEN
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Identifying rhymes
Almost half of the students were able to identify that ‘ship’ rhymes with ‘trip’.

Task Name: I Went on a Vacation (Poem) 
Task Content: The poem is about an unusual vacation. 

9EL2/3 Part 3 Q.8

Students 
with SEN
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Deducing the meaning of unfamiliar words and expressions
Half of the students understood that ‘outfit’ means a set of clothes.

Task Name: Special Dress Day (Discussion)
Task Content: The students are having a meeting to plan for the 
special dress day.

9EL1/3 Part 2 Q.5

Students 
with SEN
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This year the integrated section was in 9EL1 and 9EL3, Part 1, Part B and the topic was about scuba
diving. It required students to complete the notes by filling in one-word answers – prompts were
provided to assist students.

Proofreading is an issue in the notes section, resulting in the misspelling of simple words, some
numbers and topic-specific vocabulary. This indicates that students would benefit from targeted
revision of basic spelling and topic-specific vocabulary. They would also benefit from exposure to
and from development of a wider range of thematic vocabulary.

Students need wider exposure to everyday spoken English so that they are able to work out the
meaning of unfamiliar words or expressions.

➢extracting and spelling specific information
➢discriminating between intonation for a range of purposes
➢ identifying the sequence of events
➢distinguishing main ideas from supporting details
➢predicting the likely development of the topic

Performance of General Students in Listening 2025
Weaknesses
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Extracting specific information
Many students had difficulty identifying and correctly spelling the specific words.

 

Task Name: Scuba Diving (Interview)
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording of an interview about 
scuba diving.

9EL1/3 Part 1 Q.12-13 

General 
Students

(12) misspellings: poor, pond, pull

(13) misspellings: musk, mouth, mast, face mask
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Discriminating between intonation for a range of purposes
Some students found it difficult to work out that Mary was doubtful about Peter’s 
suggestion when she said, ‘In a single colour, Peter? Would it be boring?’

Task Name: Special Dress Day (Discussion) 
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording of an interview about 
scuba diving.

9EL1/3 Part 2 Q.4

General 
Students
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Identifying the sequence of events 
Some students had difficulty working out the sequence of building a robot when they 
listened to Mr Wong’s discussion with the students.

Task Name: STEAM Competition (Discussion)
Task Content: The students are discussing what to create for the 
STEAM competition.

9EL1 Part 3 Q.7/9EL2 Part 2 Q.7

General 
Students
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Distinguishing main ideas from supporting details
Some students found it difficult to understand that the writer’s trip was unusual 
because he explored different places by using his computer when they heard ‘It just 
took a laptop to see every nation in one afternoon on my cyber-vacation’.

Task Name: I Went on a Vacation (Poem) 
Task Content: The poem is about an unusual vacation. 

9EL2/3 Part 3 Q.5

General 
Students
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Predicting the likely development of the topic
Some students found it difficult to predict that Dr Chan would likely continue to talk 
about other historic buildings as the interview had been focusing on some historic 
buildings, such as Tai Kwun and the Blue House, and Dr Chan had been sharing on this 
topic as an expert in this area.

Task Name: Hong Kong Heritage (Radio Broadcast with Information Sheet)
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording of an interview about
Hong Kong heritage. 

9EL2 Part 1 Q.15

General 
Students
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Performance of 
Non-Chinese Speaking (NCS) Students 

in Listening 2025

Weaknesses

➢Making connections between ideas with the help of 
discourse markers
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Making connections between ideas with the help of discourse markers 
Some students had difficulty understanding that the winner of the competition must 
enter the first and final rounds.

Task Name: STEAM Competition (Discussion)
Task Content: The students are discussing what to create for the 
STEAM competition.

9EL1 Part 3 Q.8/9EL2 Part 2 Q.8

NCS 
Students
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Performance of 
Students with Special Education Needs (SEN)  

in Listening 2025

Weaknesses

➢ extracting and correctly spelling specific information
➢ predicting the likely development of the topic
➢ discriminating between intonation for a range of purposes
➢ identifying the sequence of events 
➢ making connections between discourse markers
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Extracting specific information
Many students had difficulty identifying and correctly spelling the specific words.

 

Task Name: Scuba Diving (Interview)
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording of an interview about 
scuba diving.

9EL1/3 Part 1 Q.12-13 

Students 
with SEN

(12) misspellings: put, pour, poul

(13) misspellings: musk, muck, mouth, marse, marsk
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Predicting the likely development of the topic
Some students found it difficult to predict that Dr Chan would likely continue to talk 
about other historic buildings as the interview had been focusing on some historic 
buildings, such as Tai Kwun and the Blue House, and Dr Chan had been sharing on this 
topic as an expert in this area.

Task Name: Hong Kong Heritage (Radio Broadcast with Information Sheet)
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording of an interview about
Hong Kong heritage. 

9EL2 Part 1 Q.15

Students 
with SEN
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Discriminating between intonation for a range of purposes
Some students found it difficult to work out that Mary was doubtful about Peter’s 
suggestion when she said, ‘In a single colour, Peter? Would it be boring?’

Task Name: Special Dress Day (Discussion) 
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording of an interview about 
scuba diving.

9EL1/3 Part 2 Q.4

Students 
with SEN
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Conclusions - Listening
• Exposure to a wider range of thematic vocabulary in context 

• Exposure to unfamiliar words/phrases/expressions through authentic texts 
(listed below)

• Exposure to different/authentic spoken texts including, advertisements, 
poems, dialogues, conversations, podcasts, news, audiobooks, films, 
public speeches, interviews, debates,… on a wide range of topics, including 
local and world current events, teen issues, hot topics, historical events, 
everyday events to do with the home, keeping pets, family, special 
interest, hobbies, school life…

• Exposure to a range of different voices – varying accents, children’s voices 
and a variety of adult voices

• Exposure to a wider range of speeds in spoken texts



Overall Performance of General 
Students, Non-Chinese Speaking 
Students (NCS) and Students with 
Special Education Needs (SEN) 
in TSA 2025 
Secondary 3 English Language 

Reading 
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Reading – Text Types
2023 2024 2025

Information Texts
- article
- information leaflet
- fact sheet
- leaflet and map
- newspaper article

Information Texts
- newspaper article
- promotional poster
- article
- encyclopaedia page
- newsletter 
- interview
- pamphlet

Information Texts
- article
- magazine article
- promotional poster
- fact sheet
- online article
- newsletter 

Narrative Texts
- poem

Narrative Texts
- poem

Narrative Texts
- poem



Reading – Text Types

64
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Performance of General Students
in Reading 2025

Strengths

✓analysing and integrating relevant points from one or more 
than one text
✓locating information in simple price lists, charts and 

directories
✓identifying details that support a main idea
✓working out the sequence of events 
✓using knowledge of the world
✓using contextual clues 
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Analysing and integrating relevant points from one or more than one text  
A considerable number of students were able to work out that the Lotus Lantern 
Festival, which can be traced back 1,200 years, has the oldest history among the 
festivals mentioned in the article.

Task Name: World Festivals (Article)
Task Content: The task is about festivals in different places.

9ER1/2 Part 1 Q.12

General 
Students
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Locating information in simple price lists, charts and directories
A considerable number of students were able to identify a drop in the number of e-
book users between 2021 and 2022.

Task Name: Book Fairs (Promotional Poster and Fact Sheet)
Task Content: The promotional poster and fact sheet are about book fairs and 
reading habits. 

9ER2 Part 3 Q.13

General 
Students
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Identifying details that support a main idea
A considerable number of students were able to identify upcycling as the process of 
transforming old materials into something new and better. 

Task Name: The Fashion Industry (Magazine Article)
Task Content: The magazine article is about the fashion industry and 
its impact.

9ER1/3 Part 3 Q.6

General 
Students
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Working out the sequence of events
Many students were able to work out the sequence of events that happened during 
the picnic.

Task Name: We Went to the Park (Poem)
Task Content: The poem is about the events that happened after the poet 
went to the park.

9ER1/3 Part 2 Q.5

General 
Students
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Using knowledge of the world
Many students were able to work out that fencing became a kind of sports in two 
European countries, Italy and France, about 600 years ago.

Task Name: Popular Sports in the Olympic Games (Online Article)
Task Content: The online article is about some popular sports in the
Olympic Games. 

9ER2 Part 2 Q.1

General 
Students
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Using contextual clues
The majority of students were able to work out that the Roman public toilet blocks 
had channels underneath and water flowed through these channels to wash all the 
waste away.

Task Name: The Story of Toilets and World Toilet Day (Newsletter Extract)
Task Content: The newsletter extract covers the origins and facts about toilets. 

9ER3 Part 1 Q.2

General 
Students



72

Performance of 
Non-Chinese Speaking (NCS) Students 

in Reading 2025
Strengths

✓ identifying general and specific information
✓ identifying rhymes
✓ identifying themes
✓ identifying main ideas from supporting details
✓ using contextual clues
✓ sequencing events
✓ making inferences
✓ locating information in simple charts 
✓ analysing and integrating relevant points from one or more than one text
✓ using dictionary skills 
✓ using knowledge of the world 
✓ using knowledge of features of different text types 
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Identifying the main theme
A considerable number of students were able to work out the information in the two 
articles indicates that eco-friendly and responsible practices should be promoted. 

Task Name: The Fashion Industry (Magazine Article)
Task Content: The magazine article is about the fashion industry and 
its impact.

9ER1/3 Part 3 Q.16

NCS 
Students
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Using a dictionary to find out about meaning and shades of meaning and usage
Quite a number of students were able to work out the meaning of the word 
‘complex’ in the context provided. 

Task Name: Popular Sports in the Olympic Games (Online Article)
Task Content: The online article is about some popular sports in the
Olympic Games. 

9ER2 Part 2 Q.7

NCS 
Students
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Using knowledge of features of different text types
Quite a number of students were able to work out that the information in this article 
could also appear in an encyclopaedia.

Task Name: The Story of Toilets and World Toilet Day (Newsletter Extract)
Task Content: The newsletter extract covers the origins and facts about toilets. 

9ER3 Part 1 Q.8

NCS 
Students



76

Performance of 
Students with Special Education Needs (SEN)  

in Reading 2025

Strengths

✓ sequencing events

✓ using knowledge of the world

✓ identifying specific information 

✓ identifying details that support a main idea
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Sequencing events
More than half of the students were able to work out the correct order of how 
people handled waste throughout history.

Task Name: The Story of Toilets and World Toilet Day (Newsletter Extract)
Task Content: The newsletter extract covers the origins and facts about toilets. 

9ER3 Part 1 Q.7

Students 
with SEN

4

3

2

1
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Identifying general and specific information
Half of the students were able to work out the Lotus Lantern Festival has been 
celebrated throughout China and other parts of Asia

Task Name: World Festivals (Article)
Task Content: The task is about festivals in different places.

9ER1/2 Part 1 Q.1

Students 
with SEN
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Identifying details that support a main idea
Almost half of the students were able to work out that the poet felt frustrated 
because nothing went right during the picnic after reading the line ‘Completely 
defeated, we went home and cried’.

Task Name: We Went to the Park (Poem)
Task Content: The poem is about the events that happened after the poet 
went to the park.

9ER1/3 Part 2 Q.6

Students 
with SEN
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Performance of General Students
in Reading 2025

Weaknesses

➢understanding connection between ideas by identifying the use 
of cohesive devices

➢working out the meaning of unknown words and expressions

➢identifying onomatopoeia

➢making inferences

➢predicting the likely development of the text

➢identifying main ideas
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Understanding the connection between ideas by identifying the use of cohesive 
devices
Half of the students understand the connection of ideas linked by ‘also’ as well as
‘and’. They were able to identify that the achievement of ‘safe toilets for all’ depends
largely on increasing demand for proper toilets, ensuring the availability of materials
to build them, and securing enough cleaners to handle the waste.

Task Name: The Story of Toilets and World Toilet Day (Newsletter Extract)
Task Content: The newsletter extract covers the origins and facts about toilets. 

9ER3 Part 1 Q.10

General 
Students

1

2
3
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Working out the meaning of unknown words and expressions  
Half of the students were able to work out the meaning of the word ‘dedication’ in 
the context provided. 

Task Name: Book Fairs (Promotional Poster and Fact Sheet)
Task Content: The promotional poster and fact sheet are about book fairs and 
reading habits. 

9ER2 Part 3 Q.8

General 
Students
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Identifying onomatopoeia 
Half of the students were able to identify ‘buzzing’ as an example of onomatopoeia. 

Task Name: We Went to the Park (Poem)
Task Content: The poem is about the events that happened after the poet 
went to the park.

9ER1/3 Part 2 Q.4

General 
Students
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Making inferences
Half of the students were able to infer that rising sea levels will lead to flooding in 
coastal regions. 

Task Name: The Fashion Industry (Magazine Article)
Task Content: The magazine article is about the fashion industry and 
its impact.

9ER1/3 Part 3 Q.10

General 
Students
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Predicting the likely development of the text
About half of the students were able to predict that the online article would likely 
continue to feature some popular sports in the Olympic Games like skateboarding.

Task Name: Popular Sports in the Olympic Games (Online Article)
Task Content: The online article is about some popular sports in the
Olympic Games. 

9ER2 Part 2 Q.8

General 
Students
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Identifying main ideas
About half of the students were able to work out that the rights of workers and 
animals should be protected. 

Task Name: The Fashion Industry (Magazine Article)
Task Content: The magazine article is about the fashion industry and 
its impact.

9ER1/3 Part 3 Q.15

General 
Students
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Performance of 
Non-Chinese Speaking (NCS) Students

in Reading 2025

Weaknesses

➢understanding the connection between ideas 

➢understanding the use of language features such as tone and 
alliteration
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Identifying alliteration 
About half of the students were able to identify that ‘a couple of clouds’ is an 
example of alliteration. 

Task Name: We Went to the Park (Poem)
Task Content: The poem is about the events that happened after the poet 
went to the park.

9ER1/3 Part 2 Q.5

NCS 
Students
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Identifying  tone
Almost half of the students were able to work out that the writer is doubtful about 
the UN’s goal of having safe toilets for all by 2030.

Task Name: The Story of Toilets and World Toilet Day (Newsletter Extract)
Task Content: The newsletter extract covers the origins and facts about toilets. 

9ER3 Part 1 Q.11

NCS 
Students
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Performance of 
Students with Special Education Needs (SEN)

in Reading 2025

Weaknesses

➢using dictionary skills

➢identifying main ideas and theme

➢understanding the use of language features such as tone, alliteration 
and onomatopoeia

➢predicting the likely development of the text
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Identifying tone
Almost half of the students were able to work out that the writer is supportive of 
eco-friendly fashion after reading, ‘Fashion can be wasteful and damaging, but we 
can all make a difference by choosing wisely.’. 

Task Name: The Fashion Industry (Magazine Article)
Task Content: The magazine article is about the fashion industry and 
its impact.

9ER1/3 Part 3 Q.8

Students 
with SEN
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Using dictionary skills
Only some students were able to work out the correct meaning of ‘complex’ in the 
context provided.

Task Name: Popular Sports in the Olympic Games (Online Article)
Task Content: The online article is about some popular sports in the
Olympic Games. 

9ER2 Part 2 Q.7

Students 
with SEN
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Identifying onomatopoeia 
Only some students were able to identify ‘buzzing’ as an example of onomatopoeia. 

Task Name: We Went to the Park (Poem)
Task Content: The poem is about the events that happened after the poet 
went to the park.

9ER1/3 Part 2 Q.4

Students 
with SEN
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Conclusions - Reading

• Expanding students’ thematic vocabulary helps strengthen 
their skills in locating general and specific information, 
working out contexts and connecting ideas

• Exposure to familiar and unfamiliar topic/content materials

• Exposure to different poetic features 

• Exposure to different question types and question 
intents – teach them to look for clues, key words – in the 
question stem and also in the passages

• Getting students to think of what might come next – what 
is most likely to follow given the topic?



Overall Performance of General 
Students, Non-Chinese Speaking 
Students (NCS) and Students with 
Special Education Needs (SEN) 
in TSA 2025 
Secondary 3 English Language 

Writing 
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Writing

Strengths

• 9EW1

• 9EW2

• 9EW3

Exemplars and Annotation
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(9EW1) Joining a Competition 
In this task, students were asked to write
a story about joining a competition.
Picture prompts were provided.

Your English teacher has asked you to
write a short story about Jackie, a F.3
student who joined a competition.
In your story, you should describe:
• how he/she prepared for the

competition
• what happened and how he/she felt
• what he/she learnt
Your teacher has given you some
pictures to help you write the story.

You may use some of the ideas from the
pictures and/or your own ideas in your
writing. Write your story in about 150
words. You should also give it a suitable
title.
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9EW1 – story
Exemplar 1 

Title

Setting: What kind of competition did Jackie join? 

What other details 
can be added to 

the setting?

Why did he decide 
to join the 

competition?
to do well
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9EW1 – story
Exemplar 1 

How did Jackie 
prepare for the 
competition?

✓ When did he 
practise?

✓ How Long and 
how often did he 
practise?

✓ Why did he train 
so hard?

✓ Who trained him?
✓ How did he feel?
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Exemplar 1 

9EW1 – story

Description of 
events that took 
place
✓ a setback
✓ reaction of his 

teammates /
coach

What other details 
can be added?

➢ Dialogues between characters

cover the wounds
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Exemplar 1 

What did he learn?

9EW1 – story

warm-up exercises the coach’s suggestions

avoid feeling nervous and worried

Some errors in grammar 
that do not impede 

meaning



Language

➢Students should use ‘the past tense’ for storytelling
and ‘the present tense’ for reflections.

➢Students should use a range of vocabulary and
language patterns with a degree of appropriacy and
accuracy to convey meaning.

➢Students with good performance were able to
incorporate terminology related to competitions (e.g.
score, performance, judge, referee, cheer, contestant,
laughter and tiebreaker).



Features

➢Students with good performance were able to craft
a lively character by describing the character’s
appearance, speech, thoughts, actions, influence
on others, and by using engaging dialogues.

➢Students with good performance were able to use 

(1)sensory language to describe the atmosphere of 
the competition, and

(2)descriptive language, such as adjectives and 
adverbs to create imagery.
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9EW1 – story Exemplar 2 

Title

Setting: What kind of competition did Jackie join? 

Why did she 
decide to join the 

competition?

Jackie’s
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9EW1 – story Exemplar 2 

How did Jackie 
prepare for the 
competition?

✓ When did she 
practise?

✓ How Long and 
how often did she 
practise?

✓ Why did she train 
so hard?

✓ How did she feel?
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Exemplar 2 9EW1 – story

Description of 
events that took 
place
✓ actions and 

reactions of 
characters

What other details 
can be added?

➢ Dialogues between characters

Coherent links 
within/between 

paragraphs
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Exemplar 2 9EW1 – story

Description of 
events that took 
place
✓ a setback

opponent’s 
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Exemplar 2 9EW1 – story

What did she learn?



9EW1 – story Exemplar 3 

Title

Setting: What kind of competition did Jackie join? 

Why did she 
decide to join the 

competition?



9EW1 – story Exemplar 3 

How did Jackie 
prepare for the 
competition?

✓ When and where
did she practise?

✓ How Long and 
how often did she 
practise?

✓ Why did she train 
so hard?

✓ Who did she 
practise with?

✓ How did she feel?



9EW1 – story Exemplar 3 

Description of 
events that took 
place
✓ a setback
✓ how did she 

feel?
✓ what she did 

next ?

Descriptive language



9EW1 – story Exemplar 3 

What did she learn?



Some strengths to highlight

- While most students used the prompts for idea

development, students with good performance were

able to further elaborate on the ideas with their own

examples and relevant supporting details.

- Students with good performance were able to use

descriptive language to create a strong sense of

atmosphere and creative dialogues to engage readers.

- Students with good performance were able to use a

wide range of topic-specific vocabulary and sentence

patterns.



Weaknesses

- Some students simply described the information in the
prompts and/or pictures instead of using the information as
a starting point to write a story and add their own
information.

- Some students generally used simple vocabulary and
language patterns.

- Some students misused common words and expressions.
They also misspelled common words and it was evident that
proofreading was not done properly.

- Some students were hindered by their inability to use
simple tenses correctly.
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(9EW2)
How Technology Affects Teenagers’ Lives
In this task, students were asked to
write an article about how
technology affects their lives. Picture
prompts were provided.

You are a member of the editorial
team of the school magazine. Mr
Wong, the teacher advisor, has
asked you to write an article about
how technology affects teenagers’
lives. Read his email and write the
article.

You may use some of the ideas from
the pictures and/or your own ideas
in your writing. Write the article in
about 150 words. You should give it
a suitable title.
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9EW2 – Article Exemplar 4 

A clear 
introduction 
that includes 
the writer’s 
viewpoint.

Some errors in grammar 
that do not impede 

meaning

convenience

two-edged sword

tablets

Title
lives
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9EW2 – Article Exemplar 4 

Advantages of technology
✓ relevant
✓ with details

Some errors in grammar 
that do not impede 

meaning.

teenagers

lessons

lessons
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9EW2 – Article Exemplar 4 

✓ using numbers and statistics to illustrate the 
extent of technology’s influence on teenagers

Advantages of technology
✓ relevant
✓ with details
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9EW2 – Article Exemplar 4 

Disadvantages of technology
✓ relevant
✓ with details

The use of questions is abrupt 
and makes it difficult for the 

reader to understand.
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9EW2 – Article Exemplar 4 

Disadvantages of technology
✓ relevant
✓ with details
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9EW2 – Article Exemplar 4 

Advice on the proper use of technology

A 
complimentary 

close is 
inappropriate 
for an article.

✓ a call to action that encourages readers to use 
technology properly

phones



Language

➢Students should generally use ‘present tense’ for
this article.

➢Students should use a range of vocabulary and 
language patterns with a degree of appropriacy 
and accuracy to convey meaning.

➢Students with good performance were able to 
incorporate terminology related to technology, 
such as social media, artificial intelligence, screen 
time, electronic devices.



Organisation

➢The article should be divided into distinct 

paragraphs with supporting details. 

➢There should be coherent links within/between 

paragraphs, using connectives effectively to ensure 

a logical flow of ideas. 



Features

➢Students with good performance were able to
demonstrate a clear understanding of the 
audience, format, context and purpose:

- the use of headings and subheadings to break up 
the text and guide readers through the article.

- a call to action that encourages readers to use 
technology properly

- the use of numbers and statistics to illustrate the 
extent of technology’s influence on teenagers, such 
as the average screen time and the number of 
social media applications they use.
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9EW2 – Article Exemplar 5 

A clear introduction
✓ provides background information
✓ grabs attention by using questions 

Some errors in grammar 
that do not impede 

meaning.effects

tablets

Title

As technology has advanced over the past few years, 
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9EW2 – Article Exemplar 5 

Coherent links 
within/between 

paragraphs

Advantages of technology
✓ relevant
✓ with details
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9EW2 – Article Exemplar 5 

Disadvantages of technology
✓ relevant
✓ with details

Coherent links 
within/between 

paragraphs

arguments worsening

,

A wide of sentence 
patterns



128

9EW2 – Article Exemplar 5 

Advice on the proper use of technology
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9EW2 – Article Exemplar 6 

A clear introduction
✓ provides background 

information
✓ includes writer’s opinion

Title

teenagers’ lives
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9EW2 – Article Exemplar 6 

Advantages of 
technology
✓ relevant
✓ with details

Coherent links 
within/between 

paragraphs
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9EW2 – Article Exemplar 6 

Some errors in 
grammar that 
do not impede 

meaning.

Disadvantages of 
technology
✓ relevant
✓ with details

Coherent links 
within/between 

paragraphs

get addicted to
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9EW2 – Article Exemplar 6 

Coherent links 
within/between 

paragraphs

The section on advice about the proper 
use of technology is underdeveloped.



Some strengths to highlight

- Students with good performance were able to

provide more specific vocabulary related to e-

teaching and e-learning. They could generate

relevant ideas with supporting details.

- Students with good performance were able to

present a balanced view of technology by

discussing both advantages and disadvantages,

followed by advice on using gadgets properly.



Weaknesses

- Some students lacked elaboration on the suggestions for
the proper use of technology.

- Some students generally used simple vocabulary and
language patterns.

- Some students misused common words and expressions.
They also misspelled common words and it was evident that
proofreading was not done properly.

- Some students were hindered by their inability to use
simple tenses as well as singular or plural nouns correctly.

- The title of some passages lacked creativity and precision.
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(9EW3)
An Active and Healthy Lifestyle

In this task, students were asked to write a blog entry about 
leading an active and healthy lifestyle. Picture prompts were 
provided.

You are the Chairperson of your school’s Fitness Club. Your 
teacher advisor has asked you to write a blog entry to help 
your schoolmates lead an active and healthy lifestyle. 

In your blog entry, you should include:
• why it is important to have an active and healthy lifestyle
• how to develop a habit of regular exercise
• how to avoid injuries

The teacher advisor has given you some pictures to help you 
write the blog entry. 

You may use some of the ideas from the pictures and/or your 
own ideas in your writing. Write the blog entry in about 150 
words. You should also give it a suitable title. 
words.
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9EW3 – Blog Entry Exemplar 7 

A clear introduction that 
outlines the main idea of 

the blog entry. 

am going to importance

Some errors in grammar 
that do not impede 

meaning.

Title
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9EW3 – Blog Entry Exemplar 7 

Coherent links 
within/between 

paragraphs 

Why should you have an 
active and healthy 

lifestyle?
✓ relevant
✓ with details

friends

activities

Some errors in grammar 
that do not impede 

meaning.
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9EW3 – Blog Entry Exemplar 7 

How do you develop a 
habit of regular exercise?

✓ relevant
✓ with details

For 
example,

Some errors in grammar 
that do not impede 

meaning.

Coherent links 
within/between 

paragraphs 

every day
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9EW3 – Blog Entry Exemplar 7 

How can you avoid 
injuries?
✓ relevant
✓ with details

differentstretch

an injury

Coherent links 
within/between 

paragraphs 
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9EW3 – Blog Entry Exemplar 7 

The closing is appropriate for a blog entry.



Language

➢Students should use the ‘present tense’ to express 
thoughts and opinions, and ‘modal verbs’ to give 
advice. 
They could also use ‘past tense’ when sharing personal 
experiences.  

➢Students should use a range of vocabulary and 
language patterns with a degree of appropriacy and 
accuracy to convey meaning.

➢Students with good performance were able to 
incorporate terminology related to sports and healthy 
living, such as dopamine, cardio/cardiovascular 
exercise, being overweight, immune system, muscle 
strain, stamina and electrolytes.



Organisation

➢The article should be divided into distinct 

paragraphs with supporting details. 

➢There should be coherent links within/between 

paragraphs, using connectives effectively to ensure 

a logical flow of ideas. 



Features

➢The blog entry should be both informative and
personal.

➢Students with good performance were able to 
demonstrate a clear understanding of the audience, 
format, context and purpose:

– the use of headings and subheadings to break up the 
text and guide the reader through the article.

– a display of good audience awareness
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9EW3 – Blog Entry Exemplar 8 

A clear introduction
✓ provides background information
✓ grabs attention by using questions 

Why should you 
have an active and 
healthy lifestyle?
✓ relevant
✓ with details

A suitable title
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9EW3 – Blog Entry Exemplar 8 

How do you 
develop a habit of 
regular exercise?
✓ relevant
✓ with details

A display of good 
audience 

awareness

Coherent links 
within/between 

paragraphs 
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9EW3 – Blog Entry Exemplar 8 

✓ using numbers 
and statistics 

A display of good 
audience 

awareness
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9EW3 – Blog Entry Exemplar 8 

How can you 
avoid injuries?
✓ relevant
✓ with details

A range of topic-
specific vocabulary

Coherent links 
within/between 

paragraphs 
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9EW3 – Blog Entry Exemplar 8 

How can you 
avoid injuries?
✓ relevant
✓ with details
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9EW3 – Blog Entry
Exemplar 9 

dopamine serotonin

A suitable title

A clear introduction
✓ provides 

background 
information

✓ grabs attention 
by using 

questions 
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9EW3 – Blog Entry
Exemplar 9 

How do you 
develop a habit of 
regular exercise?
✓ relevant ideas
✓ with details

A range of 
language patterns 
for advice giving
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9EW3 – Blog Entry
Exemplar 9 

How can you 
avoid injuries?
✓ relevant
✓ with details

A range of 
language patterns 
for advice giving
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9EW3 – Blog Entry
Exemplar 9 

A display of 
good audience 

awareness
✓ call to action



Some strengths to highlight

- While most students used the prompts for idea
development, students with good performance were
able to further elaborate on the ideas with their own
examples and relevant supporting details.

- Students with good performance were able to make
good use of a wide range of topic-specific vocabulary
and sentence patterns.

- Students with good performance were able to display a
high level of audience awareness by encouraging
readers in a friendly and motivational tone.



Weaknesses

- Some students simply described the information in the prompts and/or
pictures instead of using the information as a starting point to write a
blog entry and add their own information.

- Some students lacked elaboration on the injury prevention section.

- Some students generally used simple vocabulary and language patterns.

- Some students misused common words and expressions. They also
misspelled common words and it was evident that proofreading was not
done properly.

- Some students were hindered by their inability to use simple tenses as
well as singular or plural nouns correctly.

- The title of some passages lacked creativity and precision.



Conclusion - Writing
• Proofreading seems to be a consistent issue. A distinct lack 

of proofreading is evident, resulting in misspelling of words 
and grammatical mistakes which sometimes affect meaning.

• Students should try to expand on the prompts provided and 
include their own ideas and opinions.

• A lack of a broad range of vocabulary means that some 
students find it difficult to express themselves in anything 
other than simple concepts using only simple words. A 
wider range of vocabulary and knowledge of topic-specific 
vocabulary would lead to an improvement in the content of 
students’ writing. 

• Connecting ideas is a weakness for some students. Students 
need to consider ways to link their ideas to one another and 
to the topic. They should not assume that the reader will 
understand the connection. 155



Overall Performance of General 
Students, Non-Chinese Speaking 
Students (NCS) and Students with 
Special Education Needs (SEN) 
in TSA 2025 
Secondary 3 English Language 

Speaking 
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Speaking
Individual Presentation

❖My Dream School

❖Unforgettable Event(s) with My Family

❖What Nightlife is like in Hong Kong

❖What I Want to Do During Secondary School Life

❖If I Have HK$10,000

❖How to Improve Students’ Interest in Visual Arts

❖The Sports Player I Like the Most

❖Visiting an Outlying Island (e.g. Cheung Chau) in Hong Kong



- Students 
mispronounced 
‘facilities’ as 
‘factories’.



- Some students 
showcased 
creativity in this 
topic.

- Students 
struggled to 
pronounce 
‘musical 
instrument’.



- Some students 
showcased 
creativity in this 
topic.

- Students 
struggled to 
pronounce 
‘HK$10,000’.
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Speaking - Individual Presentation

Strengths 
Students with good speaking skills were competent in the following four
areas: ‘ideas and organisation’, ‘vocabulary and language patterns’,
‘pronunciation and delivery’ and ‘strategies for oral communication’.

• Students expressed ideas, information and opinions that were relevant
and reasonably clear with supporting details.

• Students were capable of using varied and appropriate language
patterns and vocabulary to enrich their presentation.

• They could also speak fluently with few errors in pronunciation and
use intonation to enhance their presentation.

• They showed an awareness of their audience by maintaining good eye
contact with the oral examiners.
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Speaking - Individual Presentation
Weaknesses 

• Some of them, however, relied heavily on the given prompts
and could not elaborate their ideas.

• Some weaker students read directly from their notes and did
not make eye contact with their audience as well as relying on
formulaic expressions.

• Some students were unfamiliar with some key words and made
errors in their pronunciation, for example, ‘facilities’,
‘unforgettable events’, ‘musical instruments’, ‘visual arts’,
‘fencer’, ‘thousand’ and ‘outlying island’.
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Speaking
Group Interaction

❖Organising Teachers’ Day 

❖Preparing for a Talent Show

❖Organising a Photo-taking Competition

❖Organising a Farewell Party for the NET

❖Organising a Book Donation Event

❖Working on a Project to Attract More People to Stay in Hong Kong

❖Designing a Uniform for Sports Club Members

❖Organising a Fun Day for Secondary One Students and their Parents



-Some students 
showcased 
creativity in this 
topic.

-Some students 
struggled to 
pronounce 
‘farewell’.



- Some students 
struggled to 
pronounce ‘club 
uniform’.
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Speaking – Group Interaction
Strengths

Students with good speaking skills were competent in conveying ideas
intelligibly as well as using simple strategies for effective oral
communication.

• Students could respond to relevant ideas with supporting details.
They demonstrated a wide range of vocabulary and were
reasonably clear in expressing opinions.

• Pronunciation of familiar and unfamiliar words was generally clear
and accurate.

• Effective group facilitators could use various strategies for oral
communication. They could maintain interaction through a range
of communicative strategies, such as posing questions to elicit
opinions from other group members by asking ‘What’s your
opinion?’ and ‘What do you think?’ They also encouraged other
members to elaborate on their ideas by asking questions like ‘Can
you tell us more about…?’
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Speaking – Group Interaction
Weaknesses 

• Although most students could express and respond to ideas that were relevant to the
topics, some of them failed to elaborate their ideas in greater detail. Some weaker
students managed to join the discussion with the help of more capable students or the
prompts provided.

• Students could generally use formulaic expressions to respond to others, for example, ‘I
agree with you’ and ‘What do you think?’ to maintain interaction.

• Most students were able to sustain the discussion with simple turn-taking strategies.
Although many students responded well to others’ ideas before adding their own
points, some of them responded mechanically or unnaturally to others with limited
eye contact. They were also unable to provide supporting details or use
communication strategies, evidencing limited interaction. Students also used ‘I
agree/I agree with you’ and overused ‘What do you think?’, but failed to explain why
they agreed with what had been said, demonstrating limited understanding of, or
ability to use, interaction strategies for keeping the discussion flowing naturally.
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Conclusion – Speaking  
• Students are recommended to elaborate on their ideas and

provide adequate supporting details in the presentation or
discussion, enabling them to go beyond the prompts and ideas
provided.

• Teachers can equip students with the strategies for oral
communication so that students would be able to show
appropriate awareness of the audience instead of looking at
their notes. Students should be able to use appropriate and
varied formulaic expressions or turn-taking strategies to
maintain interaction.

• To maintain a natural flow, students should avoid rigid turn-
taking that disrupts the discussion.
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Link for Feedback Survey

意見調查超連結
https://forms.office.com/r/E2pwMJcak7

Thematic Seminar – “Assessment for Learning: Territory-wide System Assessment 2025 and the 

Latest Development of Student Assessment Repository (STAR)” 

Feedback Survey

專題講座「促進學習的評估：2025年全港性系統評估及學生評估資源庫(STAR)的最新發展」

意見調查

https://forms.office.com/r/E2pwMJcak7
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THANK YOU!
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